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2004 STATEWIDE SURVEY SHOWS RETAILERS CONTINUE 

TO SELL TOBACCO TO MINORS 

[CITY/COUNTY] Public Health Advocates and Community Leaders

Urge Strong Local Tobacco Retailer Licensing Policy to Reduce Illegal Sales

[CITY] [(MONTH XX, 2004)] – Despite efforts to keep retailers from selling tobacco to minors, the latest Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey, conducted by the California Department of Health Services (CDHS), shows 14.0 percent of retailers statewide sold tobacco to minors in 2004, compared to 12.2 percent in 2003.  

The 2004 statewide survey also shows that deli/meat/produce markets sold tobacco to youth at the highest rates at 31.5 percent, followed by a category titled “other” (which includes unconventional tobacco retailers like doughnut shops, dollar stores and gift stores) at 23.7 percent, and drugstore/pharmacies at 18.1 percent.

 “Although the health community has spent years trying to educate retailers about the devastating consequences of selling tobacco to children, many retailers continue to break the law,” said XXXX.  “Enough is enough.  It’s clear our community needs to enact a strong local tobacco licensing policy that funds enforcement of tobacco retailer laws.” 

Research shows that a comprehensive local tobacco licensing policy that provides funding for enforcement is the most effective way to reduce illegal tobacco sales to minors.  [City/County] public health advocates explain that without such a policy, [city/county] risks seeing another generation of youth addicted to tobacco and an escalating public economic burden associated with tobacco-related diseases.

-more-

According to local health officials, the recently enacted California Cigarette and Tobacco Products Licensing Act of 2003 (AB 71), which requires businesses that sell tobacco to have and display a tobacco retailer’s license, is ineffective in reducing illegal tobacco sales to minors. 

  “The new statewide tobacco licensing law was created to combat smuggling and counterfeiting issues. It does not effectively deter retailers from selling tobacco to kids,” said [name of spokesperson]. “Clearly we need local policies that will.”
According to XXXX, strong local retailer licensing policies include provisions that:

· Ensure funding to support regular enforcement of tobacco retailer laws, particularly illegal tobacco sales to minors

· Make a violation of any tobacco control law a violation of the license

· Establish significant penalties to make retailers think twice about selling tobacco to children, including automatic suspension of the license if a retailer is convicted of selling tobacco to youth, and revocation if a retailer is convicted more than three times within a five-year period

Under the state law, none of the more than $15 million in licensing fees collected is earmarked to enforce laws prohibiting tobacco sales to minors.  Additionally, a retailer must have four convictions within a 12-month period for sales to minors before that retailer’s license can be suspended or revoked. Action against a retailer can only occur in a year when the statewide rate of illegal tobacco sales is 13 percent or greater, despite the fact that a local community may have a higher rate of illegal tobacco sales to minors.

Throughout California, more than 40 communities have already passed local policies requiring tobacco retailers to obtain licenses to sell tobacco products. 

“Owning a business means taking responsibility for the practices of that business, and for tobacco retailers, that means keeping tobacco out of the hands of children,” said [XXXX].

  The CDHS reports that 74 percent of current adult smokers in California began smoking before they turned 18.

-more-

 “If we can prevent teens from smoking by making it more difficult for them to buy tobacco products, then we have a chance of reducing the number of future adult smokers and the terrible financial, emotional and physical toll that tobacco use causes,” said [XXXX].

The cost of smoking in California is nearly $16 billion annually, or $3,331 per smoker every year, according to a report released in 2002 by the Institute for Health & Aging at the University of California, San Francisco. 

In addition to the cost of smoking, California is at risk of losing critical federal funding if illegal tobacco sales to minors climb above 20 percent.  The federal Synar amendment requires states to have and enforce laws prohibiting the sale and distribution of tobacco products to minors, and mandates that states have an illegal sales rate no higher than 20 percent.  If California’s illegal sales rate exceeds 20 percent, the state risks losing more than $100 million in federal funds that support a variety of vital programs at the local level, such as county drug and alcohol prevention and treatment, and after school programs for at-risk youth.

For information on illegal tobacco sales to minors or to report an illegal sale, call 

1-800-5 ASK-4-ID.   For information on the statewide licensing law, contact the California Board of Equalization at 1-800-400-7115, or visit the Board’s Web site at www.boe.ca.gov.  
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