LETTER TO THE EDITOR #1: Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey 2004

[DATE]

[EDITOR]

[PUBLICATION]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

Dear [Editor’s Name]:

Your recent article reporting that California’s tobacco retailers are still selling to minors is disturbing.  It’s unbelievable that despite years trying to educate retailers about the health and financial consequences of selling tobacco to kids, many retailers are still breaking the law.

California’s tobacco retailers must take their responsibility seriously and our community must hold them accountable.  It’s time for our community to enact a tough local tobacco licensing policy that funds ongoing local enforcement of tobacco retailer laws. 

Keeping tobacco out of the hands of children is crucial if we want to prevent future generations from suffering a lifetime of addiction to one of the world’s most deadly products.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

LETTER TO THE EDITOR #2: Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey 2004

[DATE]

[EDITOR]

[PUBLICATION]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

Dear [Editor’s Name]:

California’s latest survey on illegal tobacco sales to minors shows that every type of retailer continues to sell tobacco to youth.  Every day that we allow retailers to provide tobacco to kids, we fail to protect our youth from starting a lifelong addiction. 

Retailers and the community must not be duped by the tobacco industry’s claims that their programs stop retailers from selling to children.  Tobacco companies have spent millions to convince us that they are responsible corporate citizens.  They use signage and ineffective anti-smoking youth ad campaigns to make us think that they want to stop tobacco sales to children.  Stop and think.  If they prevent the next generation from becoming addicted to tobacco, who will be their future customers?

It’s time to enact tough local tobacco retailer licensing that funds local enforcement of tobacco retailer laws and ends the vicious cycle of tobacco addiction, disease and death. 

Sincerely,

[NAME]

LETTER TO THE EDITOR #3: Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey 2004

[DATE]

[EDITOR]

[PUBLICATION]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

Dear [Editor’s Name]:

Throughout communities across California, the illegal sale of tobacco to kids is an ongoing and life-threatening problem.  In 2004, 14 percent of retailers in California were caught selling tobacco to children.  As a community, we have a responsibility to keep tobacco out of the hands of our children and help prevent future generations from becoming addicted to this life-threatening product.

Our community must do everything it can to keep tobacco products away from kids.  California’s new law requiring a license to sell tobacco products, which went into effect in January 2004, does not go far enough.  Our community needs strong local tobacco retailer licensing laws to make the penalties for illegal sales steep, increase funding for local enforcement of tobacco sales laws, and revoke the licenses of those who repeatedly sell to minors.

Licensing tobacco retailers is a common sense way to keep tobacco out of children’s hands and undo deadly addictions before they start.  

Sincerely,

[NAME]

