 Tobacco Retailer Licensing

                                What is Tobacco Retailer Licensing?

Similar to laws regulating alcohol sales, tobacco retailer licensing provides an effective tool for local governments to enforce merchant compliance with laws prohibiting the sales to youth. A tobacco retail license will:
· Require that all retailers in the incorporated area of Nevada City obtain a license to sell tobacco products.

· Provide for the suspension or revocation of the license if the merchant sells tobacco to youth or violates other local, state or federal laws related to tobacco.
                             California State law prohibits tobacco sales to youth (Penal Code Section

                                308 and the STAKE Act). Local governments have the authority to encourage

                                compliance with these state laws by passing a local ordinance requiring 

                                tobacco retailers to be licensed.

                             Why do we need Tobacco Retailer Licensing?
Education alone does not work. Effective laws preventing tobacco sales to youth and ultimately the use of tobacco by youth should have a retailer-licensing component. A tobacco retailer-licensing ordinance in Nevada City will provide enforcement agencies with: 

· Funds and support needed to enforce tobacco laws.  

· Knowledge of who is selling tobacco products, making it easier to monitor compliance with the law.
How will Tobacco Retailer Licensing prevent illegal sales?
                                Requiring merchants to have a license will hold them accountable to tobacco

                             laws. If the laws are broken, they could lose their ability to sell tobacco. Currently, small                       fines ($100) are regarded merely as a “cost of doing business.”

                             What will Nevada City gain by adopting Tobacco Retailer Licensing?

· Lower illegal sales of tobacco to youth. Currently, illegal sales of tobacco to youth is 37% in Nevada County and 0% in the incorporated parts of Nevada City6
· Teen smoking rates will drop when 90% of retailers comply with the law.7 
· Demonstrate Leadership to neighboring cities of Nevada County.

· Allocate funds for enforcement of tobacco laws.
                                What will Nevada City lose by NOT adopting Tobacco Retailer     
                                Licensing?
                                We can lose our youth to tobacco—637,000 kids in California under 18 years 

                                will ultimately die prematurely from smoking in California.8
                               1Nevada County Youth Purchase Survey, Nevada County Tobacco Use Prevention (May 2005)


2Centers for Disease Control, Incidence of Initiation of Cigarette Smoking (October 1998)

                                           3National Institute of Health, American Health Journal (December 1990)


4California Dept. of Health Services Tobacco Control Section, The Cost of Smoking (1999)

                                           5California Adult Tobacco Survey, Harder & Community Research and ALA Key Opinion Survey (2000)

                                           6Nevada County Youth Purchase Survey, Nevada County Tobacco Use Prevention (May 2005)

                                           7Joseph R. Di Franza, MD, Reducing Youth Access to Tobacco (1999)

                                           8Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, http://www.tobaccofreekids.org (2003)


Based on American Lung Association of California: Clearing the Air: Tobacco Retailer Licensing

                       Paid for by Prop 99, The Tobacco Tax Initiative

Important Facts about Minors and Tobacco:





In Nevada County, 87% of teens say it is fairly easy to buy cigarettes.1





In the United States, 4.5 million adolescents ages 12 to 17 smoke cigarettes.2





Researchers have found that 12 to 17 year olds who smoke cigarettes are 14 times more likely to abuse alcohol, 100 times more likely to smoke marijuana, and 32 times more likely to use cocaine than their non-smoking peers.3





In California, 16% of 16 to 17 year olds report having used some form of tobacco in the last month.4








Support for Local Retailer licensing:





80% of adults think a license should be required to sell tobacco.5





69% of key opinion leaders believe a business should be licensed to sell tobacco.5





96% of adults agree that communities should enforce laws to prevent selling cigarettes to minors.5








