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SLO smokmg stmq nets 14 stores

YOUTH, 16 IS ABLE TO GET 'IOBACCO on PIPES
AT MORE 'I'HAN HALF OF TARGETED suoys

SAN Lms OBIBI’D

L Bsznr BALLINGER
R .. Tue Tripurn
More lhan faalf of the San Luis Obis-
po stores involved in a tohacco sdles
sting last week sold tobacco or pipes lo
an underage leen.
Enlisted hy the San Liis Oh:svo Po-

l:ce DeparlmenL a 16~year—o[d yonth .

'purchased fobaceo or plpes al 14 of the

27 stores entered ofi the late afler-
noons of Nov, 6-and.7, according lo

Uoyd Henning, a health ‘educator with.

the Tobacco Contrel Program of San
Luis Obispo Counlys Publu: lleaElh
Department. -~ !

“It was quite a surpmc, Hnmnug.

saitl. “I couldn’t believe it, ... This 16-
yegr—old was able tg pur chase tobacco
S g
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quite easily.” :

The operation's illegal tobacco
sales rale of 52 percent was the
highest in recent memory, Henning
said, and more than lhree lunes.
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higher than the state average
of 17 percent. ‘The city and
county agencies collaborated
on the sting.

Previous stings that San Luig
Obispo pelice conducted with
the county agency recorded ille-
gal sales of 5 percent in 1999 and
none in 1997.

Stale law prohibits sales of to-
bacco products and tobaccore-
lated jtems to-anyone under the
ageof 18.

Why was the rate so high this

. time in San Luis Obispo?

“1 can’t really say,” Henning
said.

He suggesled a couple of pos-
sibilities, including a high
turnover in sales clerks at ser-
vice slations and convenience
stores, causing some employees
to niot get proper training about
the tobacco law.

The sting ruled out one of the
Jeading factors that increase the
tikelifiood of an illegal tobacco
sale: familiarity between a clérk
and an underage youth. Hen-
ning said the youth was from
oulside the area.

He said the stings, and ensu-
ing publicity about them, help
get the word out and reduce ik
legal sales rates.

Henning also said there is a
rimnle solufinn:




