[image: image1.png]SIORE

STRATEGIC
TOBACCO

RETAIL
EFFORT





POINT/COUNTERPOINT

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF LICENSING RETAILERS

	ARGUMENTS FROM THE OPPOSITION
	COUNTERING THE OPPOSITION

	There’s already state legislation proposed to address licensing. We don’t need a local licensing requirement.
	Proposed statewide licensing legislation is directed at reducing tobacco smuggling and counterfeit tax stamps, not the public health issues related to tobacco sales. The proposed law includes explicit authority for local licensing to address public health and youth access issues. The proposed state law calls for a one-time fee and registration.  Therefore, local licensing laws can address local concerns and will not be an undue burden on retailers.

	Retail owners already provide lots of training to their clerks to follow the tobacco industry sponsored “We Card” program.  Licensing is an additional unnecessary burden on small businesses.
	Research shows that training alone doesn’t reduce illegal sales to minors.  Self-policing programs such as the tobacco industry’s “We Card” program are inadequate.  The illegal sales rate of tobacco to kids is still too high.  More stringent measures like licensing are need to address this public health problem.

	Sales to minors are just a matter of human error.
	Violating the law is violating the law.  Not selling tobacco products to anyone less than 18 years of age is an uncomplicated legal mandate.  It has been a statewide law since the 1800’s.  There should be little human error of selling to a person under 18.  Even California drivers’ licenses prominently highlight the year in which youths turn 18.

	Unfriendly to small businesses; license fees are too high; more bureaucracy for small businesses to comply with.
	Licenses are the cost of doing business, e.g., to sell alcohol, or install ATM and lottery machines, you need to apply for the necessary licenses or permits and get approval.  A licensing policy provides a level playing field for all retail establishments.

	Responsible retailers should not be penalized.
	If you don’t sell to minors, you won’t be penalized – it’s that simple.

	Youth should be penalized for possession of tobacco.
	Current law already includes provisions to penalize youth.

	Penalties are too harsh; if a retailer gets his/her license suspended they will go out of business; fines should be levied instead of making a retailer obtain a license.
	Profits from tobacco sales should not come at the expense of the health of our youth.  A licensing ordinance allows ample time to come into compliance before a penalty is issued.  Suspending a license is the only legal option for cities and counties because Penal Code 308, a state law, already covers levying fines for selling to minors.

	Triple jeopardy; already laws on the books (STAKE Act, Penal Code 308) that regulate tobacco sales to minors.
	Licensing can simplify enforcement through the identification of a single enforcement agency.  A suspension or revocation of a license is a more effective deterrent than fines.
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