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RESOLUTION OF COMMENDATION

Illegal Sales to Minors Sample
This is a sample only.  Create a Resolution with your city or county’s appropriate statistics.

______________________________

WHEREAS, the National Institute on Drug Abuse has declared that tobacco is an addictive drug and that its early use by a young person will likely lead to an addiction to tobacco; and   
WHEREAS, under Penal Code 308, California state law prohibits the sale of tobacco products to minors under the age of 18; and the same law requires that official STAKE Act signs with the 1-800-ASK-4-ID be posted at all points of sale; and

WHEREAS, enforcement of the STAKE Act has been shown to significantly decrease illegal sale of tobacco to minors; and

WHEREAS, the decline in illegal sales has also engendered a prevailing sense among youth that purchasing tobacco is increasingly difficult; and 

WHEREAS, over 95% of California adults believe that preventing teens from smoking is very important and that local communities should strongly enforce laws which prohibit cigarette sales to minors; and 

WHEREAS, in California, the rate of illegal sale of tobacco to minors increased by more than 4% from 2000 to 2001; and 

WHEREAS, the [your project] conducted a Youth Purchase Survey and found that [XX%] of retailers in [your community] sold tobacco illegally to youth, thereby violating state law and endangering the health of our children;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the [your governing body] of [your community] hereby expresses its enthusiastic support for [your project] and urges all retail merchants to: uphold Penal Code 308 to the fullest extent possible and thoroughly educate their employees about said law which both prohibits the sale of tobacco to people under the age of 18, and bans self service displays of cigarettes, and to require that their sales staff request ID from consumers who appear younger than 27 years of age;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the [your governing body] of [your community] encourages law enforcement agencies throughout [your community] to take all appropriate steps to ensure that all federal, state and local laws are observed.

PASSED AND ADOPTED [date] by a [vote count] vote. 

Signatures of your governing body:
_______________________________________
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