SAMPLE REPORT NARRATIVE

EVIDENCE:

1. Pack of Marlboro Cigarettes

2. $2.00 in U.S. Currency [(2) $1.00]

3. Photocopy of a $5.00 bill, serial #1111111111111

4. Maxwell micro cassette with recording of purchase

I ,                                       ,  (Detective) recovered items 1, 2 and 4 from John Doe (youth decoy) at 123 W. Beverly Blvd.  Item #3 is a photocopy of the $5.00 bill John Doe used to purchase tobacco products from Suspect Tobacco.  I booked all of the items at the P. D. Property Room.

BACKGROUND:

The Tobacco Enforcement Grant Program was conducting a Youth Decoy Operation.  Youth decoys were sent into several locations to attempt to purchase tobacco products under the direct supervision of an undercover peace officer.  The youth decoy I was working with during this operation was a 15-year-old Hispanic male. 

INCIDENT: 

On 01/24/02 at 17:30, I entered the Shell Gas Station at 123 W. Beverly Blvd.  I was dressed in plain clothes.  Approximately 25 seconds after I entered the store, the youth decoy (identified as John Doe) entered the store.  John Doe walked up to the counter and asked the clerk for a pack of Marlboro Cigarettes and placed a $5.00 bill on the counter.  I positioned myself to the right of the counter and had a clear view of the entire transaction.  I was also able to hear the conversation between the clerk (Suspect Tobacco) and John Doe.  The clerk removed a pack of Marlboro Cigarettes from the rack, gave it to John Doe, and took the $5.00 bill and placed it in the cash register drawer.  The clerk charged John Doe $3.00 for the cigarettes and gave him $2.00 in change. The clerk never asked John Doe for any identification or his age.  John Doe then left the store and returned to my vehicle.

I immediately approached the counter and advised Suspect Tobacco that he had just sold cigarettes to a minor in violation of 308(a) P.C. Selling Tobacco Products to a Minor.  I recovered the $5.00 bill from the clerk that John Doe used to purchase the cigarettes and verified the serial number with the photocopy made prior to the operation (item #3).  Suspect Tobacco stated he thought he was 18 years old.  I issued him a misdemeanor citation for 308(a) P.C. Selling Tobacco Products to a Minor and Field Release Order to be Fingerprinted. 

I recovered the pack of Marlboro Cigarettes (item #1) and the change (item #2) as evidence from John Doe. John Doe was also carrying a cassette recorder during the incident and the tape was recovered as evidence (item #4).
