Letter to Owners with Violation

«Date»
«Business_License_Owner»
«Establishment_Name»
«Establishment_Address»
«Establishment_City», «Establishment_State» «Establishment_Zip»
Dear Merchant:
On «Date», the               Police Department conducted a tobacco youth decoy operation.  These periodic operations serve as an enforcement of the State law that makes it illegal to sell tobacco products to a minor. Unfortunately, an employee at your store sold tobacco to a minor during a recent undercover operation. The officer who witnessed the illegal sale of cigarettes gave the employee who sold the tobacco to the minor a misdemeanor citation for violating California Penal Code 308(a).  Fines for such a violation carry a penalty of $200 to $1,000.  

The health of youth in our community is an issue with which we must all concern ourselves with.  When a minor is exposed to tobacco products, the potential for illness is heightened and the detrimental effects to the individual and community may be significant.  Tobacco has been labeled a gateway drug because a child who uses tobacco is more likely to graduate to using other drugs.

I urge you to educate your employees as to the legal ramifications of the sales of tobacco to minors (persons under 18 years of age).  Owners and corporations can also be cited if their employees sell tobacco to minors.  California Penal Code Section 308(a) provides for either criminal or civil sanctions upon adjudication. Complaints received by this department will be investigated and the appropriate enforcement action will be taken should a violation exist.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Please call me at «Phone_Number» if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
