Letter to Notify Owners of Upcoming Enforcement

«Date»
«Business_License_Owner»
«Establishment_Name»
«Establishment_Address»
«Establishment_City», «Establishment_State» «Establishment_Zip»
Dear  «Merchant»:
The health of the youth in our community is an issue with which we must all concern ourselves with. When a minor is exposed to tobacco products, the potential for illness is heightened and the detrimental effects to the individual and community may be significant.  Tobacco is referred to as a gateway drug because a child who uses tobacco is more likely to graduate to using other drugs.

In an effort to help eliminate the devastating effects of minors smoking in our community, the Police Department has implemented a youth decoy program designed to identify and prosecute those merchants who sell tobacco products to minors. The decoy program involves the Police Department’s use of a minor obviously under the age of 18. The minor is sent into a location and attempts to purchase a tobacco product.  If a tobacco product is sold to the minor, the merchant will immediately be contacted by a peace officer and issued a citation to appear in court.  The business owner may also be cited

The decoy program targets all locations that sell tobacco products. I urge you to educate your employees as to the legal ramifications of the sales of tobacco to persons under 18 years of age.

We will continue to work proactively with the community to assure compliance with this law.  If you would like additional information, please call «Phone_Number».

Thank you for you cooperation.

Sincerely,
Chief
