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TALKING POINTS

Cigars
· Cigars are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigar smokers have higher rates of lung cancer, laryngeal cancer, oral cancer, esophageal cancer, and bladder cancer than nonsmokers do. (CDHS)

· Cigar manufacturers are not required to submit lists of ingredients added to tobacco in the manufacture of cigars, nor must they display health warnings on individual cigar wrappers or tubes (Health and Safety Code §104550-104552). 

· Cigar smoking—identified by the cigar industry as an “adult custom”—is catching on with California teens. In a recent survey on youth cigar use in California, 22.7% of youth ages 16–17, 13.4% of teens ages 14–15, and 3.3% of pre-adolescents ages 12–13 reported trying one or more cigars in their lifetimes.
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