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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR


Zoning Ordinance (Version 1)

[DATE]

[EDITOR]

[PUBLICATION]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

Dear [Mr./Ms. Editor’s Name]:

In a community that ranks education and the health of our children as high priorities, the proposed zoning ordinance on new tobacco retail locations as discussed in [XXXXX’s] article [“Headline,” date], can be summed up quite simply as common sense.

Everyone agrees that kids and tobacco are a deadly combination. Nearly 90 percent of all adult smokers began smoking and became addicted to tobacco before they turned 18 years old. Studies show the younger a person starts smoking, the more difficult it is for them to quit.

To reduce children’s access and exposure to tobacco products, California communities should reduce the number of tobacco retail outlets within walking distance of a school or children’s playground.

Thousands of zoning ordinances throughout California protect everything from noise levels to the number of parking spaces. A zoning ordinance to help protect California’s children from the debilitating and, oftentimes, deadly addiction of tobacco is a must for our communities.

No other legal product sold in America disables and kills the majority of its lifelong users. We, as a community, must do everything in our power to keep tobacco out of children’s hands.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

[ORGANIZATION/CITY]

SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR


Zoning Ordinance (Version 2)

[DATE]

[EDITOR]

[PUBLICATION]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

Dear [Mr./Ms. Editor’s Name]:

I’m baffled by [XXXX’s] article [“Headline,” date], which framed the proposed zoning ordinance on new tobacco retail locations as anti-business rather than a matter of public health.

Everyone agrees that kids and tobacco are a deadly combination. Reducing youth access to tobacco products has been a long-term strategy in California’s ongoing battle to prevent future generations from becoming addicted to one of the most dangerous and life-threatening products on the market.

New tobacco retail establishments infiltrating our communities near children’s schools and playgrounds reinforce the normalization of tobacco use, which California has fought long and hard to overcome.

No other legal product sold in America disables and kills the majority of its lifelong users. We, as a community, must do everything in our power to keep tobacco out of children’s hands.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

[ORGANIZATION/CITY]
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