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Training Goals 

This training will help you learn about: 

ÂCurrent tobacco laws that restrict sales 
to minors 

ÂNew licensing laws 

ÂHow to comply with the laws 

ÂHow to avoid fines 

ÂAvailable resources and information 

 



Disclaimer 

ÂThis training is for informational and educational 
purposes only  

ÂIt is your responsibility to know and comply with 
California tobacco laws  

ÂViewing this training session and adopting the 
recommended policies does not constitute 
compliance with the laws and is not a defense if 
you or your employees are cited for violating 
Penal Code 308(a) or the Stop Tobacco Access 
to Kids Enforcement (STAKE) Act (Business and 
Professions Code 22950-22963) 



Presentation Roadmap 

ÂFacts about youth tobacco use and 
purchase 

ÂOverview of California tobacco laws and 
enforcement of these laws 

ÂHow to stop sales to minors 

ïTips for owners and managers 

ïGuide for clerks 



Youth tobacco use and 
purchasing practices 

Section 1 

 



Facts about Youth 
Tobacco Use 

ÂMore than 43,000 Californians die every year      
from tobacco use*  

ÂAbout 75% of California smokers started 
smoking before age 18** 

ÂThe younger a person is when they start to 
smoke, the harder it is for him or her to quit*** 

 
      *  Max W, Rice DP, Zhang X, Sung H-Y, Miller L. The of Cost of Smoking in California, 1999. Sacramento, CA:   

             California Department of Health Services, 2002. 

        **  2002 California Tobacco Survey. 

        ***U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Preventing Tobacco Use Among Young People: A Report of   

             the Surgeon General. Atlanta, Georgia: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service,   

             Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health   

             Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health, 1994.  

 



Tobacco Sales to Teens 

 

ÂSurveys show that teens were sold tobacco 

between 8% and 19% of the times they tried to 

buy it. These rates vary by store type and 

geographic location* 

Â60% of teens who smoke daily say itôs easy to 

buy cigarettes** 

ÅCalifornia Youth Tobacco Purchase Surveys, 2001-2009 
**Gilpin EA, et al. Tobacco Control Successes in California: A Focus on Young People,   

  Results from the California Tobacco Surveys, 1990-2002. La Jolla, CA: University of   

  California, San Diego; 2004. 

 



Where Teens Get Tobacco 

Gilpin EA, et al. Tobacco Control Successes in California: A Focus on Young People, Results from the California 

Tobacco Surveys, 1990-2002. La Jolla, CA: University of California, San Diego, 2004. 

High school smokers say they usually get their 

cigarettes from: 
 

ÂSomeone who buys cigarettes for them  

(e.g., shoulder tapping) 

ÂSomeone who gives cigarettes to them  

(e.g., family and friends) 

ÂA retailer who sells cigarettes to them 



Where Teens Buy Tobacco 

ÂLiquor stores (71%)  

ÂGas stations (58%)  

ÂSmall grocery stores (51%)  

ÂConvenience stores (49%) 

Teen smokers say they buy cigarettes at:* 

* Klonoff, EA. ñMore Than You Ever Wanted to Know about Conducting a Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey.ò 

Tobacco Youth Purchase Survey Training, Sacramento California, September 8, 2003.  



How Teens Manage to Buy 
Cigarettes 

They also: 

ÂBuy in their neighborhood stores 

ÂLie about their age  

ÂBuy non-tobacco items at the same time 

ÂSay the cigarettes are for an adult  

ÂUse a fake ID  
 

* Klonoff, EA & Landrine H.  ñThe Role of  Youth Versus Store-clerk Behavior and Issues of Ecological  

   Validity.ò Health Psychology, September 2004, 23(5): 517-524. 

 

Teens said the easiest way to buy cigarettes was to go to a 

clerk they knew.* 



California tobacco sales laws 
and their enforcement 

Section 2 

 


